
Spring 2009

RADIO FLIER
Vermont Public Radio’s Newsletter

VPR President Robin Turnau 
Continued on page 3

VPR President Embraces New Challenges 
Robin Turnau Brings 20 Years' Experience at VPR 

When Robin Turnau became 
president of  Vermont 
Public Radio in February, 
she moved out of  her long-

time office off  VPR’s main hallway to the 
roomy, sunny president’s office in the front 
corner of  VPR’s Colchester headquarters. 
She welcomed staff  to stop by anytime and 
left her door open to encourage visitors. 
When that didn’t work, she even tried put-
ting out candy to attract guests, but being 
off  the beaten path just didn't work.  

“I realized how much I enjoyed being in 
the thick of  things and how much I missed 
those spur-of-the-moment conversations,” 
Robin said. 

After a few weeks, Robin moved her 
office back to the main hallway, where she's 
more accessible to staff  and visitors and 
can stay abreast of  what’s happening at the 
organization she now heads. The move em-
bodies Robin Turnau’s leadership style. Her 
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door is always open to staff, listeners, 
volunteers, and the community.  

“Vermont Public Radio belongs 
to all of  us,” Robin said. “I want to 
hear your thoughts, ideas, hopes and 
concerns.”

Robin Turnau took over as VPR 
president after Mark Vogelzang re-
signed in January to take a position at 
National Public Radio. After 20 years 
at VPR, Robin is a familiar voice to 
listeners. She’s seen VPR grow into a 
statewide institution and one of  the 
strongest public radio stations in the 
country. 

Over the next year, Robin will 
lead the VPR staff  and board of  
directors in creating a new strategic 
plan for Vermont Public Radio. With 
the latest Arbitron numbers showing 
Vermont Public Radio’s audience at 
an all-time high of  182,000 listen-

News Coverage Wins Nine Regional Murrow Awards

The Radio-Television News Directors Association has honored Vermont Public 
Radio with nine regional Edward R. Murrow awards for its news coverage - the most 
the station has ever won. 

Included in the recognition was the top award for Overall Excellence. The other 
awards were for Best Documentary, Continuing Coverage, Best Feature Story, Hard 
News Feature, Use of  Sound, Investigative Reporting, Broadcast Writing, and Website.

VPR’s quality news programming is possible thanks to your ongoing financial sup-
port and your desire for in-depth news coverage. 

     You’ll find audio and text for VPR’s award-winning stories at VPR.net.

VPR Receives Overall Excellence Award 
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VPR Executive Team
President & CEO 

Robin Turnau
Vice President for News & Programming

 John Van Hoesen
Vice President for Finance & Operations 

Brian Donahue

Board of Directors
Chair, Deborah Granquist, Weston

William Alley, Greensboro
Bill Biddle, Barnet

John Bramley, Grafton
Nord Brue, Burlington

Donna Carpenter, Moscow
Henry Chauncey, Jr., Shelburne

Jack Crowl, North Pomfret
Perez Ehrich, Arlington
Maxie Ewins, Shelburne
Stan Fishkin, Chittenden
Traci Griffith, Cambridge
Doug Griswold, Charlotte
Amy Hastings, Middlebury

Kathy Hoyt, Norwich
Spencer Knapp, Shelburne
John McCardell, Middlebury

Del Sheldon, Shelburne
Bill Stetson, Norwich
Peter Swift, Charlotte

Victoria Young, Proctor

 VPR
94.3 FM Bennington 
94.5 FM Brattleboro*  
107.9 FM Burlington  
92.5 FM Manchester* 
95.3 FM Middlebury* 
94.1 FM Montpelier* 

101.1 FM Rupert*
88.7 FM Rutland

88.5 FM Saint Johnsbury  
89.5 FM Windsor 

VPR Classical
93.5 FM Bennington* 

106.9 Brighton/Island Pond
90.9 FM Burlington / Plattsburgh

103.9 FM Hanover*  
106.9 FM Manchester* 
99.5 FM Middlebury*  
99.5 FM Newbury* 
88.1 FM Norwich 
93.3 FM Rupert* 

94.5 FM Shelburne*
95.1 FM Sunderland & Manchester 

106.9 FM Woodstock* 
* = low-power translator

 did you know you can remember VPR in your will?

Listeners Help Feed Families: (Front row, l-r) Christine Foster of the Vermont Foodbank, Michelle Jef-
fery of VPR, Robin Turnau of VPR, Stuart Comstock-Gay of Vermont Community Foundation (VCF). 
(Back row, l-r) Dave Thurlow of the Vermont Foodbank, Franny Bastian of VPR, Peter Espenshade of 
VCF, and Ed Fox and John Sayles, both of the Vermont Foodbank. 
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A Successful Partnership 

More than 40,000 meals have 
been provided to the Vermont 
Foodbank by the Vermont 

Community Foundation, thanks to the 
support of  listeners during VPR’s March 
membership drive. 
Every pledge to VPR 
during the drive re-
sulted in five meals be-
ing donated to hungry 
Vermonters. The drive 
also raised $634,000 
for VPR programming. 

“Vermont Public 
Radio listeners share 
a tremendous sense of  community, and 
it was palpable throughout the drive as 
these three Vermont institutions worked 
towards a common goal,” said Robin 
Turnau, VPR president. “This was a truly 
special partnership, and we were thrilled 
to be able to make an impact on address-
ing hunger in Vermont.” 

The VCF fosters philanthropy in 
Vermont by helping individuals, organiza-
tions and businesses direct their efforts to 
provide for the community. The Vermont 
Foodbank serves 66,000 people through-

out the state by organizing donations of  
food and food-related products from 
commercial suppliers, concerned citizens 
and other sources. Food is then distrib-
uted to 270 agencies throughout Vermont, 

including food shelves, 
after-school programs 
and senior centers.

Christine Foster, 
Chief  Development 
Officer of  the Vermont 
Foodbank, said, “The 
challenges that many 
Vermonters face in 
filling their plates every 

day are just as prevalent now as they are 
around the holidays. But in the spring, as 
the snow melts away, hunger remains. For 
us to be able to respond effectively at this 
time of  year - with the help of  VPR and 
VCF - is a dream come true. I can’t begin 
to tell you what a difference this makes.”

VPR exceeded its goal for the March 
Membership Drive, thanks to your 
generosity. And in so doing, you’ve also 
helped to address the very real concern of  
hunger in our community.

VPR Supporters Donate More Than 40,000 Meals to VT Foodbank

“This was a truly special 
partnership and we were 
thrilled to be able to make 
an impact on addressing 
hunger in Vermont.” 

- Robin Turnau, VPR President
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Robin Turnau Aims to Strengthen VPR's Services 
Continued from page 1

ers per week, Robin says her 
goal for the coming year is to 
strengthen VPR’s service to 
the community.

“Listeners are turning to 
and depending on VPR and 
VPR Classical now more 
than ever, to help them make 
sense of  a complex world 
and connect to one another,” 
Robin said. “They have more 
choices than ever of  where to 
get news and music, but VPR 
will be the source that reflects 
our communities and brings 
us together through program-
ming and shared dialogue,” 
she said.

VPR will accomplish this 
through the in-depth and 
sound-rich programming 
that are pillars of  public 
radio programming, but also 
through advancements in 
technology. 

“Our online presence 
will provide more and more 
ways for listeners to tune in 
and engage with VPR around 
a story,” Robin said. “Har-
nessing the knowledge and 
experience of  our audience 
strengthens our program-
ming.” She added that the 
increased availability of  
VPR and VPR Classical via 

iPhones, HD Radio, and 
VPR.net’s new easy-to-use 
audio player also will improve 
service.

Robin’s other priority is 
expanding VPR Classical 
throughout the region. To this 
end, Vermont Public Radio 
was recently granted a license 
for a full-power transmitter 
in Addison County and has 
launched a $346,000 capital 
campaign to build it.

Robin believes the big-
gest challenge this year is 
staying financially strong. 
VPR has been feeling the ef-
fects of  the economic crisis. 
Earlier this year, the station 
revised its FY2009 budget 
downward by more than 11 

percent, or $730,000, to make 
up for a significant decline 
in business underwriting and 
investment revenue.  

“We're hearing from our 
underwriters that they're 
disappointed not to be able 
to support VPR as in years 
past because of  the economic 
situation," Robin said. 

At this time, VPR is let-
ting vacant positions remain 
unfilled. Cuts have been made in 
travel, conferences and training, 
advertising and printing, events, 
supplies and equipment, and 
elsewhere. All full-time exempt 
staff  members have taken a two 
percent salary cut, with the se-
nior management taking a cut of  
7.5 percent. Robin said VPR is 

doing everything possible so that 
the cuts don’t affect what you 
hear on VPR and VPR Classical.  

“Maintaining our service 
to listeners is our first prior-
ity,” she said.

There have been some 
positive signs. VPR's March 
membership drive exceeded 
its goal, raising more than 
$634,000 to make it the most 
successful drive in VPR his-
tory.  

Robin explains, “The 
drive reinforced the fact that, 
despite the economic situa-
tion, we have a large and loyal 
audience that will be there 
for VPR now and into the 
future.” 

Thank you for being a VPR 
member! Membership support is our 
largest and most stable source of 
funding. Here are five ways you can 
help VPR stay financially strong:

1. Encourage your friends and 
family to become members, or give 
them memberships to VPR as gifts.

2. Support and thank the business-
es that underwrite VPR. You’ll find a 
list of underwriters at VPR.net.

3. Encourage businesses you 
know to become underwriters. 
Ask them to call Gail England or Will 
Pearson at VPR for more informa-
tion,1-800-639-2192.

4. Opt to receive this newsletter 
via email; it will save us printing and 
mailing costs. Email membership@
vpr.net with your request, or call 
Sherry Mahady at 1-800-639-2192.

5. Volunteer at VPR. Contact Ty 
Robertson at trobertson@vpr.net or 
1-800-639-2192 to learn more.

Volunteers put the "Good" in "Good morning!" during VPR's successful March membership drive.

How Else Can I Help Vermont Public Radio?

 Listen to VPR's Award-winning news coverage online at vpr.net
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A Regional Conversation On-Air and Online

Here! Now! Imperative. 
Not to be avoided. Necessary. 
That is the mantra behind 
Here and Now, airing on VPR 
weekdays at 1 p.m. In a typi-
cal week, the show covers not 
only all the big news stories, 
the stories behind the head-
lines, as well as or some of  
the less-covered but equally 
intriguing things happening 
in the world. 

Hosted by Robin 
Young, Here and Now com-
bines the best in journalism 
with intelligent, broad-rang-

ing discussions. The fast-
paced program updates the 
morning news and adds 
important conversations on 
public policy and foreign af-
fairs, science and technology. 
Each hour-long program also 
boasts special features on the 
arts and culture. It’s produced 
by WBUR in Boston and 
often provides listeners with 
a northeastern perspective.

 Young brings more than 
25 years of  broadcast experi-
ence to the program. She’s 
worked as a correspondent 

for all three major television 
networks, was a substitute 
host on NBC’s Today show, 
and co-hosted the popular 

television program Evening 
Magazine. She’s also been a 
morning-drive commercial 
radio host and a documentary 
filmmaker. 

The Story with Dick Gor-
don has moved to 2 p.m. on 
VPR. Day to Day, which pre-
viously aired at that time, has 
been cancelled by National 
Public Radio. 

You can learn more about 
Here and Now at VPR.net. We 
hope you’ll tune in and let us 
know what you think!

Here and Now Added to Weekday Afternoons

Robin Young, host of Here and 
Now, weekdays at 1 p.m. on VPR.

By Patti Daniels 
“What would our listeners 

have to say about that?”  As 
producers, that is the ques-

tion we ask 
ourselves 
as we pitch 
ideas for 
Vermont 
Edition to 
each other. 
Part of  

Vermont Edition’s mission is to 
give listeners a place to deeply 
explore regional news and to 
provide them with an option 
to participate in public dis-
course about the issues that 
shape our region. Our goal is 
to present topics with enough 
layers and intersections that 
thousands of  people will find 
their own connection to the 
subject.

So what do Vermont Edi-
tion listeners have to say? As 
it turns out, plenty. Listener 
participation runs the gamut 
from opinion based on 
personal experience to fiery 

questions aimed at public 
officials; from enthusiastic 
agreement with another 
caller to wistful musings that 
come to us long after the 
broadcast is over. After a 
program about the uncertain 
future of  country stores, a 
store owner wrote us, “It is 
touch and go if  we will sur-
vive…. I have found myself  
thinking, ‘They’ll miss us 
when we’re gone.’” 

With just 60 minutes 
for each program, there 
are limits to what we can 
include in each broadcast, so 
more and more this public 

conversation is happening 
online. Each day, the dia-
logue that began during the 
broadcast continues on VPR.
net, where listeners post 
their comments or questions 
directly and respond to what 
others have written or asked. 

We eagerly read all of  our 
listeners’ comments and of-
ten get into vigorous discus-
sions among ourselves based 
on what you tell us. Whether 
by email, Twitter, or VPR.net, 
your ideas, comments, and 
questions are a critical part 
of  Vermont Edition! 

VPR's Daily News Magazine
Fueled by Listener Participation 

Join the
Conversation
   Before and during 
the broadcast: E-mail 
vermontedition@vpr.net 
or call (800) 639-2211 to 
get your question or com-
ment on the air.
 
  After the show: Visit 
the Vermont Edition page 
at VPR.net and post 
your comment or ques-
tion to that day’s discus-
sion board. (You may 
post anonymously, but it 
helps us if you include at 
least your first name and 
town.)

 Anytime: You can 
always email us at 
vermontedition@vpr.
net – we welcome your 
reactions to what you’ve 
heard and your sugges-
tions for what you would 
like to hear us cover on 
future programs. You 
can also follow Vermont 
Edition on VPR’s Face-
book page and the Twitter 
feeds of VPR staffers. 
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    Vermont Public Radio’s music 
library has more than 35,000 
CDs, but you don’t need that 
many to have a well-rounded 
music collection. 
     We asked our music hosts for 
their must-have recordings for 
any personal music library.

Joe Goetz, VPR Classical
The Bowed Piano Ensemble’s 

Vikings of  the Sunrise by Stephen Scott 
(New Albion 84). This ensemble and 
this particular recording stretches your 
ideas of  what a piano can do.

Joel Najman, My Place
Chuck Berry “Gold” (Universal, 

2005) A terrific overview of  Chuck 
Berry’s career – his songs about teenage 
love, school, cars, and  rock & roll music 
make him the unofficial poet laureate of  
the rock era’s first golden age.

Walter Parker, VPR Classical
 Monteverdi Choir, English Baroque 

Soloists, and John Eliot Gardiner: “Ves-
pro della Beata Vergine (Vespers of  the 
Blessed Virgin), by Claudio Monteverdi 
(DG Archiv 429565). This landmark re-
cording was made in St. Mark’s Basilica 
in Venice, where Monteverdi worked. 
It’s some of  the most beautiful music 
that most people don’t know.  

Robert Resnik, All the Traditions
Van Morrison “Astral Weeks.” It 

changes colors for me every time I hear 
it, even after all these years. 

George Thomas, Jazz in the Evening
James Booker “New Orleans Piano 

Wizard: Live!” (Rounder 2027). The first 
song on the album, “On The Sunny Side 
Of  The Street,” completely and utterly 
changed my life after I heard it in 1978. 

Cheryl Willoughby, VPR Music Director
The John Coltrane Quartet’s “A Love 

Supreme.” This recording is an incom-
parable audio and spiritual journey.

Peter Fox Smith, 
Saturday Afternoon at the Opera 
     Giacomo Puccini’s “La bohème,” 
performed by Jussi Björling, Victoria de 
los Angeles, Lucine Amara, and Robert 
Merrill with the RCA Victor Orchestra 
& Chorus. Sir Thomas Beecham, 
conductor (EMI 47235).

What must-have 
albums can’t you  

live without? 
Let us know at 

www.vpr.net/community
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Building Your Personal Music Library

Find out more about hd radio and VPR's broadcast area at VPR.net

However you spend your Sunday, 
you’ll find the perfect soundtrack with 
Sunday Baroque, now airing on VPR 
Classical from 8-11 a.m.

Sunday Baroque features Baroque 
and  music written before 1750. 
Composers such as Bach, Vivaldi, and 
Handel were the cornerstones of  this 

era, with favorites including The Wa-
ter Music, Royal Fireworks Music, and 
the Brandenburg Concertos. Sunday 
Baroque celebrates the current wealth 
of  recorded music with great perfor-
mances by yesterday’s and today’s best 
performers.

Sunday Baroque on VPR Classical

Music hosts, from left to right, Joel Najman, Walter Parker, Joe Goetz, Cheryl Willoughby, George Thomas, Peter Fox Smith and Robert Resnik.   

Sunday Baroque host  Suzanne Bona

To help bring VPR Classical to Addison County, 
contact Retta Huttlinger at 1-800-639-2192 or rhuttlinger@vpr.net
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Try a recipe from vpr cooks at vpr.net 

25 andom things about VPR   
Vermont Public Radio isn’t just about
radio anymore. Today there are all sorts 
of ways to interact with your favorite 
public radio station. You’ll find us on 
Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, You Tube, 
and the VPR Blog. Interacting with VPR 
keeps the public in public radio – and 
makes our programming stronger. To 
connect, visit VPR.net/community.
This list originally appeared on VPR's 
Facebook page. 
1. VPR’s Colchester headquarters in Fort 
Ethan Allen was once an equine veterinary 
hospital.

 
2. When VPR bought the building from the 
state police in the early 1990s, we found 
oats in the walls at the back of the building. 
 
3. Walter Parker, VPR’s classical music 
host for 25 years, is an avid Harley-David-
son motorcyclist. 
 
4. VPR commentary series producer, Betty 
Smith, was VPR’s first full-time employee.  
 
5. VPR is one of the most listened-to public 
radio stations in the country, per capita. 
 
6.  Although we hear from many listeners 
who leave VPR on for their cows, livestock 
are not included in our audience data. 
 
7. VPR has 46 full-time employees but only 
three restrooms at our main studios. 

 
8. VPR’s first office space was at the (now-
closed) Discovery Children’s Museum in 
Essex Junction. 
 
9. On snowy days, Mitch Wertlieb often 
reads the news barefoot. 
 
10. VPR’s only reserved parking space 
belongs to Howard Klein, an 81-year-old 
volunteer who has been coming to VPR 
every weekday for 25 years.

11. Only once has bad weather prevented 
Mark Breen from making it to the Fairbanks 
Museum in time to record his forecast. He 
called it in from a stranger’s living room.

 
12. Most staffers report gaining at least five 
pounds within a few months of beginning 
work at VPR.  

13. VPR’s first national production was a 
documentary on maple sugaring
. 
14. Jazz host George Thomas’ great-grand-
father was city planner and architect Daniel 
H. Burnham, who designed NYC’s Flatiron 
building and Union Station in Washington, 
DC. 
 
15. Dave McGowan’s grandfather began 
his career with the U.S. Army Calvary in 
1917 - in the same building where Dave 
currently works as a VPR board operator.  
 
16. Former VPR President Mark Vogelzang 
once appeared on a Vermont Public Televi-
sion fundraiser but accidentally gave the 
pledge number for Vermont Public Radio. 
 
17. Our most successful single day of fund-
raising for VPR was in June 2006, when 
listeners contributed $137,000 to support 
the station. 

 
18. VPR raised nearly three times that 
amount in a single day in 2005 to help the 
victims of Hurricane Katrina. 
 
19. The longest-running program on VPR is 
Saturday Afternoon at the Opera. 
 
20. Cheryl Willoughby interviewed for a 
job on the same day that VPR Classical 
went on the air, July 20, 2004. She says 
she knew it was going to be great when it 
began with a glass of champagne! 
 
21. Before pledges could be taken from 
any phone in the building, staffers used to 
be paged to the back of the building when 
it got busy. It was quite a sight to see us 
all barreling down the long hallway to the 
studio! 
 
22. VPR President Robin Turnau raises 
chickens at her home in Charlotte and often 
shares the eggs with the staff (as long as 
we keep bringing her empty egg cartons).  
 
23. VPR has online listeners in China, Ger-
many, Thailand, Malta, France, England, 
and more. 
 
24. At least two couples (that we know of) 
have met and fallen in love because of 
VPR.  
 
25. Fifty mugs have been designed for VPR 
by local artists, but only four artists have 
created more than one mug.

at vpr.net

here’s my gift to vermont public radio 
$50	 $80      $120      $180      $250    $500   $1,000 Other:___

Please mail to: Vermont Public Radio, 365 Troy Avenue, Colchester, VT 05446  

Check enclosed or  mc / visa / amex / discover 
 Credit Card #: _________________________________________ Exp:__/___
Name: _______________________________________________________

Address: ________________ Town: ________________ State:___  Zip: _________

Email: _________________________________________________________
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Monday - Friday    Saturday  

Morning Edition

On Point

Here and Now

Fresh Air 

All Things Considered

    BBC World Service

BBC World Update  (5 to 6 AM)

Speaking of Faith 

Weekend 
 Edition 

Car Talk On the Media 

A Prairie 
Home  

Companion 

Wait, Wait... 
Don’t Tell Me!

All The
Traditions

with
 Robert Resnik

 All Things Considered 

This American Life 

Living on Earth  

My Place 

   Sunday

 Only a Game

Says You!

Sound of Young 
America

 Program Schedule

BBC Newshour

Vermont Edition

The Story 

  Marketplace (6:30 pm)

Jazz 
with George Thomas

Weekend 
 Edition 

 World Café 

The Splendid Table 

Marketplace Money 

A Prairie 
Home  

Companion 
Selected Shorts

Studio 360

American Routes 

Friday  
Piano Jazz

BBC  World Service 

BBC World
Service  Hearts of Space

Friday 
Jazz

BBC World Service overnight

The World

6 am

7 am

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

Noon
1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm

10 pm

11 pm

Midnight

           

Monday - Friday

 

Classical Music
 with Cheryl Willoughby

Fridays at 8:06 - Classics for Kids

In Concert

Classical Music (through 1 am) 
 with Gillian Martin ( Mon-Wed) 

with Bob Christiansen (Thur-Fri)

Saturday - Sunday

Classical
 Music with 
 Lynn Warfel

Classical 
Music with

Bob 
Christiansen  

6 am

7 am 
8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

Noon

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm

10 pm

11 pm

Midnight

Program Schedule

Classical Music
 with Walter Parker

Classical Music
 with Joseph Goetz

Fridays at 4:06 - Classics for Kids

 Exploring Music with Bill McGlaughlin

 Classical

 Performance Today with Fred Child

Classical 
Music with

Valerie Kahler

Classical Music
with John Zech 

Classical 
Music with

 Mindy Ratner

 

 Classical with Scott Blankenship (Mon-Tue) 
Classical with Ward Jacobson (W-F) (1-6 am) 

Classical with Scott Blankenship 
(Sat-Sun. 1 to 7 am)

Sunday Baroque 
with 

 Suzanne Bona 

Classical 
Music with

 Mindy Ratner

 Harmonia

 From the Top

Classical with
 Mindy Ratner

 Pipedreams

Classical with
Valerie Kahler

 Classical

 Interlude

Saturday
Afternoon

At the
Opera

Classical
 Music with 
 Lynn Warfel

Sign up to receive this newsletter by e-mail at vpr.net


